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318 NOTES. 

the irregular surface of previously used glass slips or covers have 
been habitually mistaken for recent objects and have become fa- 
miliarly recognized as pigment-particles, is discredited by Mr. 
Brooke, who does not believe such a theory applicable to the work 
of experienced inicroscopists. 

NOTES. 

Mr. E. U. Piper in an article in a" daily paper on the use of 
Paris green. in killing potato beetles, warns people against its use 
as it is a deadly poison. A single grain is sufficient to cause 
death, and a little of the dust received into the system from time 
to time is extremely dangerous. M. de Kerchove also deprecates 
the use of the arsenite of copper (Scheele's or Paris green) as too 
dangerous a substance to be made common. Its careful rase during 
the coming season should be inculcated. 

Sir Charles Lyell has bequeathed $10,000 to the Geological 
Society of London, "-for the encouragement of geology, or of any 
of the allied sciences by which they shall consider geology to have 
been most materially advanced, either for travelling expenses, or 
for a memoir or paper published or in progress, and without refer- 
ence to the sex or nationality of the author, or the language in 
which it may be written." 

Dr. Hofmann, of Berlin, recently delivered the Faraday Lect- 
ure of the Chemical Society at London. At a dinner, when one 
hundred and eighty scientists were present, " probably," says 
" Nature," one of the most remarkable scientific dinners that have 
taken place for some years, he made a noble appeal in behalf of 
the recognition of the high value of pure scientific research. 

Dr. Steindachner recently read a paper before the Imperial 
Academy of Sciences at Vienna, on the river fishes of the south- 
eastern coast district of Brazil, from the mouth of the La Plata 
to that of the San Franciseo. 

Daniel Hanbury, the joint author (with Dr. Fliickiger) of a 
late work entitled "History of Drugs" died March 24th, aged 49. 
He was an F. R. S. and treasurer of the London Linnsean Society. 

Dr. H. R. Goeppert, the venerable professor of botany at 
Breslau, celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of his graduation, Jan. 
11th. 
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Acting-Governor Van Zandt has appointed George H. Wilson 
member of the commission to prepare plans for a geological and 
scientific survey of the State of Rhode Island, in place of Hon. 
Rowland Hazard, declined. 

Prof. M. Foster and A. G. Dew-Smith lately read a paper 
before the Royal Society " On the behavior of the hearts of mol- 
lusks under the influence of electric currents." 

Pkof. Asa Gray, at a meeting of the French Academy held 
on the 16th March, was elected an honorary member in the depart- 
ment of science. 

Just as we are going to press, we learn that the bill for the 
scientific survey of Massachusetts failed to pass the House, but 
the vote (nearly a tie vote) in its favor was so large as to indicate 
that public sentiment strongly demands a resurvey of the state. 
The movement in Massachusetts has extended to Connecticut and 
Rhode Island, while the recently published report of Prof. Hitch- 
cock, as state geologist of New Hampshire, is a credit to that state. 
We look confidently to the institution, within the next year or two, 
of resurveys of nearly all the New England states. 

It seems that our paragraph taken from a Swiss paper regarding 
the block of granite designed to cover the grave of Agassiz, con- 
tained some errors. The bowlder in reality came from the terminal 
moraine. Judging from its position when removed, it must have 
formed part of the median moraine, and have been about 7,000 
feet higher up where Agassiz lived on the Aar glacier. It prob- 
ably came originally from the " Abschwung." 

The University of Wisconsin at Ann Arbor has received an 
appropriation of $80,000 from the legislature for building a Sci- 
ence Hall. 

We have received from Mr. C. F. Dennet an interesting pam- 
phlet entitled "Vegetable Fishes," with special reference to the' 
textile fibres, etc. 

The fifth volume of the Annals of the "Museo Civico" of 
Genoa is devoted to an elaborate memoir on the birds of Borneo, 
by Salvaclori, of Turin. 

A propeller has been invented to imitate the action of the 
dorsal undulating fin of the pipe fish and sea-horse. — Nature. 
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The Signal Service office at Washington, is to publish in its 
weather reports, the more apparent phenological phenomena, i. e., 
the times of flowering of plants and appearance of animals in the 
United States. 

It seems that a species of Peronospora, the same genus of 
fungi as that which occasions the potato rot, infests the opium 
crop of India very seriously, causing the blight. 

ANDERSON SCHOOL OF NATURAL HISTORY, SESSION OP 1875. 

Owing to the impossibilitj 7 of carrying on the Anderson School 
of Natural History at Penikese, on the same terms as formerly, 
the trustees have decided to charge a fee of fifty dollars for the 
coming session. The price of board will be fixed at the lowest 
possible terms. The course of study, for the season of 1875, will 
be announced at an early date. It is very desirable that applica- 
tion for admission be made at once to the director. Preference 
will be given to teachers. — Alexander Agassiz, Director. Cam- 
bridge, April 20, 1875. 
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